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An Investigation of how Taiwanese Teacher Liu Huan-
Wen Put his “Educational Beliefs” into Practice in
Curriculum and Instruction in a Public School during
the Japanese Colonial Period
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the “educational beliefs” of
a Taiwanese teacher, Liu Huan-Wen, and how he put them into practice in
curriculum and instruction. Liu was a Taiwanese teacher who taught in a
public school during the Japanese colonial period. The study adopted oral
history methods by collecting oral data from four of his students. These were
supplemented with detailed examination of some important references and
books, including issues of the “Taiwan Daily News,” “Xiluo Zhen Zhi,” and
“Love of Wen Chang and Heart of Education-the Special Issue of the
Celebration of the Centennial of the Founding of the School.”

After a comprehensive analysis, there were two findings. Firstly, after
introducing and understanding Liu’s background, it is revealed that he not only
recognized ‘“hidden protest”, but also practiced this idea in his teaching.
Furthermore, “pedagogical love” played a vital role and had a great impact
on his teaching beliefs and practices.

Secondly, Liu’s teaching beliefs were fully revealed in his curriculum and
teaching. With regard to curriculum, he led students to reflect upon and
criticize the curriculum, through his own awareness and questioning of their
learning materials. Through interactive dialogues, the teacher and students
engaged in rich reflection that drove the Taiwanese children’s awareness of
the curriculum. With regard to instruction, Liu applied a variety of teaching
skills, such as intuitional instruction, in order to help Taiwanese children learn
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directly from physical objects. He also had children apply their creative and
associative ability to engage in associative learning.

Key words © Liu, huan-wen, educational belief, pedagogical love, hidden
protest, teaching practice
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